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A PRIMARY school student has been suspended after downloading nude photos from the internet to his mobile phone and showing them to classmates.
It is the first known case in NSW of mobile phone technology being used to spread explicit or pornographic images in a primary school.

The suspended student – a Year 5 boy – allegedly showed the photos to at least eight children at Castle Hill Public School.

But the school principal has written to the families of 123 children in the grade warning that they may have "come into contact" with the material.

Parents have been urged to check the history of all searches made on their home computer to find out whether their children may have accessed pornography.

The Year 5 student, who has not been identified, was given a two-day suspension on Thursday last week after the incident was uncovered.

There is no suggestion the photos were downloaded to his phone from school computers, which are blocked from accessing inappropriate material.

A Department of Education spokeswoman said the images were downloaded to an internet-capable phone outside of school hours.

"The student has no previous history of suspension from school. As soon as the school became aware of the images an extensive investigation was undertaken and the student was suspended for two days in line with the department's suspension guidelines," she said.

The parent of the suspended student was called to a meeting with the principal yesterday to discuss the issue, including ways of ensuring there was no repetition.

Parent Carol Hearn, who has a daughter, 12, and a son, 7, at the school warned parents to be aware of the capacity of computer and phone technology to distribute explicit material.

"I'd be very worried if my kids saw something they shouldn't . . . that could be really upsetting," she said.

"Any parent would be concerned about this."

Year 6 student Rebecca Hearn said pupils had been lectured about inappropriate use of mobile phones. 

"Kids are sucked into getting the latest technology . . . but the principal said students do not need a phone with all the latest gadgets."

Pupils are required to turn off their mobile phones at school but there has been an issue over photos being taken in the playground.

In another incident at a primary school in Sydney's west, teachers found pornographic material which had been printed in the library.

An investigation revealed that a Year 6 female student had used a school computer to access a pornographic site and print the material.

At another western Sydney primary school it emerged Year 5 and 6 students had received pornographic emails on their home hotmail address. The emails came from the computer address of two male students.

 Are mobile phones causing trouble in your school? Tell us through the Feedback form below.
